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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

November 20, 2023 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, November 20, 2023, at 1:00 p.m., for a 
regular meeting. Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann 
penska, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director Eric Corbin, 
and Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa Trotta. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 1, Bills. Member penska moved to approve the bills on 
Document 1; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, the minutes of the October 16, 2023, meeting. 
Member penska moved to approve October 16, 2023, meeting minutes on Document 2; 
seconded by Chairman Cloud. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg abstain 
Majority in favor; motion carried. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 3, the minutes of the November 7, 2023, meeting 
minutes. Member penska moved to approve November 7, 2023, meeting minutes on Document 
3; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following directives: 
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2023-20  General Assembly District Maps 
 
Director Unzicker stated there are no advisories or memorandums. 
 
Under New Business, Director Unzicker presented Document 4, Validate and Invalidate 
Provisional Ballots Cast in the November 7, 2023, General Election. Director Unzicker stated 
there are a total of 1,818 provisional ballots and two ballots for board discretion due to 
birthdate discrepancies. All board members reviewed the two provisional ballots in question. 
Member penska made a motion to approve the two ballots; seconded by Member 
Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Member Wunnenberg made a motion to invalidate the 522 invalid ballots as listed in Document 
4; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Member Wunnenberg made a motion to approve the 1,296 valid provisional ballots, which 
includes the two ballots for board discretion due to birthday discrepancies; seconded by 
Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried.  
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Member penska moved to go into recess; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 1:23 p.m. Chairman Cloud stated the board is back in session. 
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Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann penska, Member 
Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg III.  
 
Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 5, the Post-Election Audit Criteria. Deputy 
Director Corbin stated the following races will be audited: State Issue 1, State Issue 2, and 
Butler County Educational Service Center. Deputy Director Corbin asked the Board Members to 
make a motion to conduct the audit by tabulators as listed in Document 5. Deputy Director 
Corbin stated the selection of tabulators will take place Tuesday, November 28, 2023, at 9:00 
a.m. and the audit will be conducted on Monday, December 4, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. If a recount is 
declared, then the audit will be conducted on Monday, December 11, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. 
Member penska moved to select the Post-Election Audit Criteria as listed in Document 5; 
seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 6, Candidates to be Certified to the March 19, 2024, 
Primary Election. Director Unzicker stated the candidates have met the statutory requirements 
to appear on the ballot. Member penska moved to certify the candidates as listed on Document 
6; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 7, RC-2 Certificate of Records Disposal that lists 
eligible records for destruction. Member Hall moved to approve the RC-2 Certificate of Records 
Disposal on Document 7; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 8, Butler County Board of Elections Electronic 
Pollbook Analysis. Deputy Director Corbin stated Director Unzicker and himself met with County 
Administrator Judi Boyko to review the cost and purchase of new electronic pollbooks. Deputy 
Director Corbin explained the state will reimburse eighty-five percent of the total purchase 
price or the full amount allocated to the county, whichever is less.  
 
 
 
 
 
Member Hall made a motion to authorize Director Unzicker and Deputy Director Corbin to 
purchase electronic pollbooks from Tenex Software Solutions not to exceed $299,600.00 with 
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the understanding the Ohio Secretary of State will reimburse the Board of Elections in the 
amount of $238,866.00; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 9, Approve Public Comment Policy. Director Unzicker 
stated the document outlines the guidelines for the public or visitors during regular board 
meetings. Director Unzicker confirmed the county Prosecutor’s office reviewed and approved 
the document. Chairman Cloud stated the regular board meetings agenda will need to include a 
line item. Member penska moved to approve the Public Comment Policy as listed in Document 
7; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 10, 2023 Updated Board Meeting Schedule. Director 
Unzicker stated an additional meeting is scheduled for December 18, 2023, in the event a 
recount is declared for the November 7, 2023, General Election. 
 
Member Hall moved to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel according to O.R.C. 
121.22(G)(1) at 1:50 p.m.; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Member penska moved to go into Executive Session to discuss security according to O.R.C. 
121.22(G)(6) at 1:50 p.m.; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 2:48 p.m. Chairman Cloud stated the Board is back in session.  
 
Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann penska, Member 
Todd Hall.  
 
Under Old Business, Director Unzicker stated that she and Deputy Director Corbin visited the 
Fairfield Greens Polling Location to address Member penska’s concerns regarding the layout, 
and the check-in station area at the location. She explained the location uses a partition wall, 
which is why the check-in stations are placed in the hallway. Director Unzicker stated that she 
and Deputy Director Corbin spoke with contact person for Fairfield Greens, and they have 
agreed to allow the Board of Elections to utilize the whole room for future elections. 
 
With no further business, Chairman Cloud moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg absent 
All in favor; motion carried. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:54 p.m.  
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__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman   Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
  
        
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member  


